* * 4 * a 5 N E P 
. „ H F N p 3 


— A * PPG 
— 


. 


- dh - 


0 ＋· | | 8 
F v4 


. 


* 


a 
— 


* 


3 1 4 


* a— 
— = 


q 2 : 


- WF) 4 : us 8 
2 2 * * 2 . Py * n 8 1 1 5 
n 128 n * 
* * * — — ——_ _. 
py - — 


1 Fas F * 
* ” * 


* 


 KNARESBRO, 
| Parwmen/iN PHE YBAK 1792, 


U 


—_—__. . — = * 2 — 
. — — — —— ͤ T 
* 


The Hermit of Knareſbro”. 
— —— — — — — 
T. Robert was born in the city of York, his fa- 
ther s name was Tockleſe Floure,- and his mo- 
ther's Smimeria; who, being of the beſt rank of 
citizens, and following a moſt Chriſtian rule of good 
life, had a ſon whom they named Robert, and brought 
him up in all virtuous education; and as he grew in 
years of diſeretion, ſo they trained him up in learn- 
ing and virtuous exerciſes. This holy man, even from 
his infancy, had a continual recourſe to godly prayer, 
never once ſtooping to the love of pleafures, but ſtill 
increaſing in holinefs, was at length made Sub-deacon. 


Nat long after this, Robert went into the North parts 


of the country and betook himſelf to a certain houſe 
| - called the New Monaſtry of the Ciſtercian order, where 

he had a brother of that order; there he remained ſome 
four months, giving them a true pattern of ſobriety 


aud good life, and then he returned to his father's 


houſe: After a few days, this ſervant. of: God pri- 
vately fled from his parents to Knareſborough, as God 


had inſpired him, to an hermit there, leading a ſtrict 


. life Among 
90 


rocks; who ſeemed at firſt glad of 
ſuch an Ro 


fate as: Robert, but afterwards being 


bvercome by the temptation of our common enemy 


the devil, he returmed again to his wife and children, 
_ atid left Robert alone, who with wonderful abſtinence 


afflicked himſelff. „ | 
After this Robert went to a certain matron, not far 


from his cell, to aſk an alms, who gave him as much 


ground, 22 of St. Hilda, as he thought 
good to dig and till: This alms Robert accepted of, 
and remained. there almoſt a year, chaſtiſing his fleth 
with auſtere mortiſications, and applying himſelf 
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wholly to the ſervice of God. A little before he de- 


arted thence thieves-broke into his cell and took all 
his proviſion away, and upon that he determined to 
leave the place, and went to Spofforth, where he-ſtayed 
for a while, attending only to prayer and other ſervices 
of God Almighty. The fame of his ſanctity and holy 
converſation cauſed moſt of the country to come 
flocking to him, but for avoiding of applauſe (the holy 


man always rejecting vain- glory) he ſecretly departed: : 
and changed his abode. | 


No ſooner had the Menks of Adley heard of. Ro- 


bert's retiring from Spofforth but they were earneſt 
with him to come and live among them, which the 


| our man did, and became:a poor. brother of their 
houſe, and ſubmitted himſelf to their ſpixitual rules 


and diſcipline : As for his. garment it was: only one, 
and that of white colour,: hich ſerved rather to co- 
ver his nakedneſs than to keep him warm. His bread. 
was three parts barley-meal, his broth was made of 
unſavory herbs, or af feẽ beans - ſerved with a little 
ſalt, ſave once a. week he had: a little: meal put into 
it. His auſterity of life was not ſotableco che looſer 
ſort in that monaſtry, who were emulous of his vir- 


tues and impatient of rebuke; which the Man of God - 
perceiving, he returned again to the, Chapel of St. 


Hilda, where he was joyfully accepted of the matron., 


She preſently ſet on workmen to build a place for the. 


laying in of his corn and for other nsoeſſary uſes. 


This Man of: God ſpent whole nights in watching 


and prayer; and when he ſlept, which was more for 


neceſſity than otherwiſe, he made the ground his bed. 


He had four ſervants, two whereof he employed about 
tillage, the third he kept for divers uſes, and. the 
fourth he commonly retained about himſelf to ſend. 


abroad into the country to collect the people's alms: -. 
for thoſe. poor brethren which he had taken into his. 


company. 
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One day it chanced as St. Robert ſlept on the graſs, 


being much wearied with his continual auſtereneſs, 
his mother being lately dead, appeared unto him very 
fad, pale, and deformed,' telling him that for uſury 
and divers other tranſgreſſions ſhe was judged to moſt 
grievous pains unleſs he relieved her by his prayers, 
which St. Robert promiſed to perform. Being greatly 
troubled for the diſcomfort of his mother, he went 


unto prayer; and not long after his mother appeared 


to him again with a cheerful aſpect, giving thanks to 
her ſon, and departed and pralled God eternally. 

Not long after this, William Stuteville, Lord of the 
foreſt, paſſing his cel , demanded of his ſervants, Who 


Hved there ? they anfwered, One Robert, an holy her- 
mit. No, anſwered Stuteville, rather a receiver of 


thieves; and in a diſtempered manner commanded his. 
followers to level it with the ground, which was done 
accordingly. Then Robert removed to a place near 
the town of Knareſborough, where he had before re- 
manned, contriving no better a dwelling than only a 


|  fimall receptacle by the Chapel of St. Giles, made up 


with the boughs of trees. The holy man ſtill increa- 
| fing in virtue and godlineſs, made the enemy of man 

more deſirous of his overthrow, and thought once 
again, by his former means, to diſquiet his virtuous en- 
deavours. Stuteville, a fit inſtrument for ſuch a pur- 
poſe, coming that way, by the inſtigation of the de- 
vil, took notice of a ſmoke that afcended from Ro- 
bert's cell, and demanded, Who lived there? Anſwer 
was made by his ſervants, Robert the Hermit. Is it 
Robert, quoth he, whom I overthrew and expelled 


my foreſt? Anſwer was made, The ſame; whereat 


enraged, he ſwore - to raze it to the ground, 
and expel Robert the next day from his manſjion-houſe 
for ever. But in the night in his ſleep, there appeared 
unto him in a viſion three men terrible and fearful to 


CE 
behold, whereof two carried a 2 engine of iron q il 
beſet with ſharp and fiery teeth; the third of a giant- | 


like ſtature, holding two iron clubs in his hands, came [ 
furiouſly towards his bed, ſaying, © Cruel prince, ang 
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« jnſtrument of the devil, riſe quickly and make 
cc choice of one of theſe to defend thyſelf for the in- 
( jyries thou intendeſt againſt the Man of God, for 

« whom IT am ſent hither to fight with thee 1? 

Hereupon Stuteville cried out, and with remorſe 
of conſcience cried to God for mercy, with proteſta- 
tions of amendment, whereat the fearful viſion va- 
niſhed. Stuteville coming to himſelf, preſently con- 
ſtrued that this revelation was ſent from God, for the 
violence done and intended againſt St. Robert his ſer- 
vant. Wherefore the next day he conferred all the 
lands between his cell and Grimbald-Craig-Stone for 

a perpetual alms: and that the ground ſhould not he 

untilled, he gave him two oxen, two horſes, and two 

kine. Not long after Robert took into his company 

a Jew, whom he employed as overſeer of the poor and 

diſtributer of their alms. One day the Jew, being 

overcome by the devil, fled away from the holy man, 
and in his flight fell and broke his leg; which the 
holy man underſtanding, (by revelation) made haſte, | 
to him, and chiding him for his fault, which the cg 
acknowledged and deſired pardon, forthwith Robert 
bleſſing his leg, all embrued in blood, with his holy 
hand, reſtored him to his former ſtate, and brought 
him back to his cell. "3 | 

Robert's care of the poor was great; and, that he 
might the better relieve their wants he deſired his pa- 
tron Stuteville to beſtow a cow on him, which was 
granted; but withal ſuch a cow, ſo wild and fierce, 
that none durſt come near her. 'The Man of God 
making haſte to the foreſt, found her, and embracing. 
her about the neck, brought her home as meek as a 
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and withal ſaid, he would deviſe a way how to get 
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lamb, to the great amazement of the ſpectators. One 
of Stuteville's ſervants told his maſter of this thing, 
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the cow again from Robert. But his Maſter did not ap- 
prove of this motion; nevertheleſs the fellow, withcoun- 
terfeit looks and geſture, framing himſelf lame both 
of hands and feet, encountered Robert and deſired 
ſome relief for his wife and children, who were miſera- 
bly oppreſſed with hunger and want, unto whom Robert 
gave his cow, ſaying unto him, God gave and God 
e ſhall have, but ſo ſhall thou be as thou makeſt thy- 
« ſelf to be, and when this deceiver thought to de- 
part with his cow, he was not able to ſtir, but was 
lame indeed. P erceiving this to be the juſt 6 judge 
ment of God for deluding his ſervant, he cried out, 
Robert, true fervant of God, pardon: my treſpaſs 
and the injury I have done unto you, which the 
indulgent and good old father inſtantly did, reſtoring 
him to his former ability, and returned into his cell, 
where he was received with joy. Sane 
we 8 of deer from the foreſt haunted his 
ground, and 1 
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poiled his corn, doing him much harm, 
-whereof he complained to his Patron, requiring ſome 
order to be taken therein. To whom his Won bl 
thus replied, © Robert, E give thee free leave to im- to 
ee pound theſe deer, and to detain them till thou art 5 
« fatisfied.” Whereupon the holy man went into] of 
the fields, and with a little rod drove the deer out of Ur 
the corn like lambs, and ſhut them up in his barn. . | * 
Which done, Robert went back to his Patron ac- bi 
uainting him therewith, defiring him withal to looſe | * fir 
"the faid deer. His Patron anfwered, that Robert 
cc had leave freely to uſe: the deer ſo impounded in 
& the plough, or in any other ſervice of huſbandry,” 
for which Robert returned him many thanks, and Y © 
went back to his cell. And taking. the deer out of. Tf 


=> a 


which was daily ſeen and admired 


at his poor cell, and con 
much of his waſte wood next adjoining as he could 
convert to tillage with one plough or team. This 
ſervant of God told Lord Bryon that came for his 
benediction, and to know what good. or evil. ſucceſs 
he. ſhould have in a voyage he was to take upon the 
King's fervice, that he ſhould effect his buſineſs, and 


0 + > 
"EY La 
* 5 
1 : 4 
” 
; ne ; 
ia 
0 


B 

the barn he put them under the yoke to plough, and 

made them every day to plough his ds” ee oxen, 
1 


| all. WW 1 I 
- King. John. e Way, and hearing ſych. 

renown of Robert's ares was pleaſed to viſit him. 

ferred upon that place as 


bring his occaſions to a good period; but withal that 


he ſhould never return. | 


© Not-long after he foretold that preſently after his 


death the. Monks of. Feuntains Abbey would with 
forces ſtrive to take his body with them. He willed 
them of his houſe to reſiſt, if need were, with ſecular 
power; willing that his body ſnould there reſt, where 
| 5 2 his laſt. breath; which Was done and 
effect 


d aceordingly. The holy man, : perceiving 


' himſelf. to draw towards his end, commanded. the 
hleſſed ſacrament to be brought unto him, preparing 
to die with an holy and humble heart, | 


At which time the Monks of Fountains, hearing 


of his- near approaching end, made haſte to come 


unto him, bringing their habit, wherein his bod 


was to be veſted and interred. To whom he told, 
his own ordinary garment was enough, neither de- 
ſired he any other. 5 


As he lay at the point of death, the ew with his 


fellows came weeping before him and deſired his laſt 
, bieſing, which he willingly gave them ; and in that 
exere 

due reverence made ready for the grave, and the 


bruit being divulged abroad, the Monks of Fountains 


iſe yielded up the ghoſt. His body was with 
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5 by forve; oe” a company rings ; 
= - © ES who returned home ſad for ſo 
1 10 candhulion, 8 iifthe Chapel of Holy- 
3 Ce in a new tomb. There came to honouf His 
obſequies greft multitudes of all ſorts of people, kiſ- 
3 wy coffin 3 his body was incloſed. 
38 one ſide the entrance, into the Chapel of St. 
Robert under a ſhade of ſpreading ivy, is the figure 
wo 2 A ia fee Templar, cut in the rock, in the act of 
drawing his ſword to defend the Place from the vio- | 
8 2 rude intruders. 
| de Chapel is elegantly hollowed out of the ſolid 
ck, its roof and altar beautifully adorned with 
GMs ornaments; behind the altar is a large niche, 
where formerly ſtood an image; and on each ſide of 
ii is a place for the Holy Water Baſon : Here are alſo, 
the figures of three heads deſigned, as is ſuppoſed, 
for an emblematical 2 to the order of the 
. Monks of the once neighbouring priory, by ſome of 
I - - whonr they. were probably cut; the order was ſtyled 
i Sanctæ Trinitatis. At ſome diſtance i is another head, 
faid to repreſent that of John the Baptiſt, to whom 
this Chapel is ſaid to have been dedicated. In the 
floor is a cavity where formerly ſome antient relic 
was depoſited. - 
The Chapel is ten feet ſix Inches long nine fee 
, wide, and. ſeven. . fix ſes 2 88 
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